
FISHER
Traps, cable devices – Opens: November 21 – Closes: March 11
Fisher may only be harvested by North Dakota residents. 
Fisher may only be harvested east of U.S. Highway 281 and 
ND Highway 4. The limit for fi shers is one animal per trapper 
per season. Any fi sher that is harvested must be reported to 
the Department within 12 hours to make arrangements to have 
the fi sher tagged. The pelt must be removed from the carcass 
prior to presenting the fi sher to Department personnel for tag-
ging. No fi sher pelt will be tagged until the animal is skinned 
and presented with the intact carcass. The carcass shall 
remain the property of the Department. No person, taxidermist 
or fur dealer shall possess or purchase an untagged fi sher. 
When any part of the animal is mounted, if the tag is removed 
from the pelt, the tag must be securely fastened to the back 
or bottom of mount. There is a harvest quota of 10 fi sh-
ers. Once this quota is reached, the season will close imme-
diately. The Department will inform the public of this closure 
through the media. The quota will not include fi shers taken 
by USDA Wildlife Services, the Department, private landown-
ers in defense of personal property or road killed fi shers. Fish-
ers incidentally trapped after the close of the season must be 
reported to the Department within 12 hours and turned over to 
the Department.

MINK AND WEASEL 
Traps – Opens: October 22 – Closes: March 11
Mink and weasel may be trapped statewide using legal traps. 
Firearms, cable devices, archery equipment – Opens: 
November 21 – Closes: March 11
Mink and weasel may be hunted statewide with rimfi re car-
tridges of .22 caliber or smaller, muzzleloaders of .45 caliber or 
smaller, or legal archery equipment. Mink and weasel may be 
captured statewide using legal cable devices. 

MUSKRAT
Muskrat huts may be opened to insert traps or cable devices. 
However, huts must be restored to their approximate original 
condition to prevent freeze-up.
Traps – Opens: October 22 – Closes: May 6 (See below for 
restrictions beginning March 12)
Muskrat may be trapped statewide using legal traps. Beginning 
March 12, foothold or colony traps using underwater sets must 
be under at least 2 inches of water, body gripping traps can 
have no more than 2 inches of the trap above the water sur-
face, trapping on the outside of any muskrat house or structure 
of any size is prohibited and fl oat sets require a protective cov-
ering of structural material (wire mesh, wood, plastic) where 
access would be limited to the ends of the fl oat with no greater 
than an 8 inch opening. 
Cable devices – Opens: November 21 – Closes: May 6 (See 
below for restrictions beginning March 12)

Muskrat may be captured statewide using legal cable devices. 
Beginning March 12, cable devices can have no more than 2 
inches of the cable above the water surface and using cable 
devices on the outside of any muskrat house or structure of 
any size is prohibited. 
Firearms, archery equipment – Opens: November 21 – 
Closes: May 6
Muskrat may be hunted statewide with rimfi re cartridges of .22 
caliber or smaller, muzzleloaders of .45 caliber or smaller or 
legal archery equipment. 

MOUNTAIN LION
Mountain lion may only be harvested by North Dakota resi-
dents. The limit is one mountain lion per hunter per season. 
Kittens (mountain lions with visible spots), or females accom-
panied by kittens may not be harvested. Any mountain lion har-
vested must be reported to the Department within 12 hours 
and the entire intact animal must be submitted for analysis. 
Legally taken mountain lions will be returned to the hunter, 
so that the pelt may be removed but the carcass shall remain 
the property of the Department. The state will be split into two 
management zones: Zone 1 and Zone 2. Zone 1 is bordered 
by Montana, South Dakota, and state and federal highways, 
the point where the boundary crosses Lake Sakakawea is a 
straight line from where ND Highway 1804 lies directly across 
from ND Highway 8. Zone 2 is the remainder of the state not 
described as Zone 1.
Zone 1 early-season – Opens: September 2 – Closes: November 20
Mountain lions may be harvested using fi rearms and archery 
equipment. There is a harvest quota of 10 mountain lions. 
Once the quota is reached, the season will close immediately. 
The Department will inform the public of this closure through 
the media. The quota will not include mountain lions taken by 
USDA Wildlife Services, the Department, private landowners 
in defense of livestock, for human safety issues, road killed 
mountain lions, mountain lions incidentally killed in traps or 
cable devices, and those harvested on Indian lands.  
Zone 1 late-season – Opens: November 21 – Closes: March 31
Mountain lions may be harvested using fi rearms, archery 
equipment, or pursued with dogs. There is a harvest quota of 
4 mountain lions. Once this quota is reached, the season will 
close immediately. The Department will inform the public of this 
closure through the media. The quota will not include mountain 
lions taken by USDA Wildlife Services, the Department, private 
landowners in defense of livestock, for human safety issues, 
road killed mountain lions, mountain lions incidentally killed in 
traps or cable devices, and those harvested on Indian lands.
Zone 2 – Opens: September 2 – Closes: March 31
Mountain lions may be harvested using fi rearms and archery 
equipment. Beginning November 21, mountain lions may 
also be harvested by pursuing with dogs. There is no harvest 
quota in Zone 2.
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